
Walking into Kete Krachi, a small village on the 
shores of Lake Volta in Ghana, Yonsei GSIS 
student Dongju Kim was struck first by the 

children.  Faces ranging from smiles to apprehensive 
frowns surrounded him on all sides.  Part of his job as a 
World Vision intern was to document what he saw: the 
progress on the building of a school, the success of recent-
ly completed water wells, the ramshackle but function-
ing primary school.  In these ways, Kete Krachi is typical 
of development projects across the continent.  The ten-
thousand or so inhabitants who call it home are ironical-
ly thirsty, given the huge body of water they live beside.  
From the capital city of Accra, it takes ten hours by car on 
a bumpy unmaintained road, or a full eighteen hours by 
ferry up the Volta.  This region is part of an “Area Devel-
opment Program” (ADP) administered by World Vision, 
one of several such ADP’s within Ghana.  Some of these 
ADP’s are funded and supported by World Vision Korea, 
which is one of approximately eighty World Vision na-
tional offices across the globe.  The national offices work 

under about twenty supporting offices, whose job it is to 
raise funds and administer high-level programs.  The entire 
operation is overseen by World Vision International.

For three months this past summer, Dongju interned for 
World Vision Korea, traveling around the country visit-
ing Kete Krachi and other towns and villages.  Aside from 
his main task of documenting the development work that 
World Vision is undertaking, he was also tasked with as-
sessing the charity’s social and economic impact with the 
goal of more efficiently designing future programs in the 
area.  “Just to build a school is very easy” he says, “but we 
were concerned about how we can solve their fundamen-
tal problems.  Kete Krachi is a really undeveloped village, 
many of the children were wearing no clothes, just their un-
derwear.”  Along with his project manager, Seungman Cha, 
they identified three major projects: drilling water wells, 
constructing schools, but most importantly, providing 
scholarships to young, bright, and needy students.  “How 
can we help them change themselves?” asks Dongju, “We 
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want to help students who care about their communities, 
who can be up to the challenge and sacrifice themselves.”  
The team realized that the best students in Kete Krachi 
would make their way to Ghana’s capital Accra, and leave 
their community behind.  By focusing on those students 
who had a specific interest in staying, the team hopes to 
lay the foundations of a sustainable health and education 
system.  The project that Dongju helped to develop will 
be funded by his local church 
here in Seoul.  “The church 
will visit the village, meet 
these students, and give them 
the opportunity to speak with 
outsiders,” he says, “this will 
help them think about their 
social responsibility, and how 
they can make a difference.”  
It was at this church, back in 
Korea, where Dongju’s trip 
first began.

For the past year and a half, 
Dongju has been volunteer-
ing for World Vision once 
a week as part of their “Hu-
man and Emergency Relief ” 
team in Seoul.  While he was 
mainly tasked with adminis-
trative and translation work, 
he saw the potential for more 
a more meaningful contribu-
tion.  “I’ve been interested in 
NGO’s involved in develop-
ment projects for a long time.  
I was looking for a chance to 
visit such projects, especially 
somewhere in Africa.  I had seen many pictures of Africa, 
but I wanted to see, feel, and smell it first-hand.”

Dongju’s first hours in Ghana reflect the naiveté that many 
travelers are likely are subject to.  Nobody is fully prepared 
for the shocks and cultural differences that await them 
when they arrive.  “The immigration officer asked me for 
money!  I said, I’m a student, I’m here to help, and I passed 
him a snack from the airplane” Dongju explained with 
a laugh.  “He then smiled, and let me past.  He said he 
wanted to visit Korea someday.”  This was not the last time 
that he was approached for money during his stay.  “While 
driving to the project site, we would meet policemen and 

they would ask for money.  We always tried to talk to them, 
giving a bribe was the easy way.  My project manager [Mr. 
Cha] tried to explain who we were and what we were do-
ing.”  Only one time did they end up paying a bribe; a 
policeman on motorbike demanded 10 cedi, an amount 
equivalent to just a few American cents.  Such police stops 
were a regular occurrence on the road, driving to and from 
project sites within the various ADP’s across the country.

After spending two or three days 
on a project site, Dongju would 
head back to Accra where he 
would write reports to inform 
donators back in Korea of what 
was happening.  The project 
proposal for his local church was 
part of this process.  Over a two 
year period, an assessment had 
been done on the Kete Krache 
ADP, gathering information 
about the economic, social, and 
health and welfare status of the 
region.  Based on this assess-
ment report, the church, along 
with World Vision, was able to 
put together a project proposal, 
identifying the three main goals 
of drilling wells, constructing 
schools, and identifying talented 
and motivated children.  This 
work with his project manager 
Mr. Cha had a profound effect 
on Dongju.

“I learned many things through 
visiting the project sites, but also 

many things from [Mr. Cha].  We spent a lot of time talk-
ing about Africa, and poverty.  I learned a lot from his at-
titude.  He really doesn’t care about himself if he can help 
someone.”  This sense of responsibility and selflessness was 
not merely spoken idealism, it was something that was put 
into action on a daily basis.  “When we were driving, there 
were many people selling things and asking for money.  He 
always bought something.”

For many students and young people, the romantic notion 
of volunteerism and charity never materializes into any-
thing more than a passing fancy.  In an age of electronic 
activism, youth in the developed world consider posting 
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about “causes” on Facebook, or signing online petitions, 
to be the extent of what they can accomplish.  A select few 
will sponsor a child for a year, or perhaps donate a small 
tax-deductible portion of their salary.  And then an even 
smaller proportion will actually devote any significant part 
of their life to helping the less fortunate.  Dongju considers 
Mr. Cha to be one of those few.

“He passed the national exam to become a patent officer 
at 23 years old.  If he had continued for just five more 
years, he could have gained cer-
tification as a patent officer.  He 
could have made a lot of money, 
but he stopped.  He got a call 
from God.”  For some, the reli-
gious aspect of charity is appealing.  For others, it may be 
the inherent sense of self-worth that comes from sacrifice.  
For Dongju, such questions are still under consideration.  
“I’m not ready for that.  I don’t know how much I can sac-
rifice.  But the reason for me going there… it was the most 
meaningful work I can do at this moment.”

It is clear that without such efforts from charitable indi-
viduals, development projects would not be as successful 
as they are.  Like many NGO’s, the bulk of World Vision’s 
funding comes from private donations and fund-raising 
strategies such as their sponsorship program.  Dongju re-

lated a story about a Korean man who made a 
more than significant contribution.  “This man, 
he gave his daughter’s wedding ceremony money 
to the Kete Krachi ADP.  She had no money af-
ter her wedding!  But he gave the money to drill 
water wells.  It takes about $9000 to drill one.  
He drilled thirteen.”  By the estimates of World 
Vision, more than 1000 individuals can benefit 
from a single well.  While the bride in question 
may have been disappointed, it is hard to argue 
against the benefits of providing safe, reliable 
drinking water to 13,000 people.

Aside from the drilling of wells, education is a 
secondary focus of efforts in the region.  World 
Vision is working on a program called the Inte-
grated Quality Education Project (IQEP) in two 
different provinces in Ghana.  Over those two 
provinces they are currently building twenty-two 
schools.  The purpose of the project is to build 
the capacity of so-called irregular teachers, who 
are not professionally qualified.  Most trained and 

qualified teachers wish to work in Accra, or other big cit-
ies, leaving a shortage in many of the smaller towns and 
villages.  The Ghanaian government, with support from 
The Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) 
runs training programs three times a year for these irregular 
teachers.  For Dongju, one of the most touching moments 
of his time in Ghana came when meeting with a group 
of these teachers.  “All the teachers were in an auditori-
um, along with myself, my project manager, and the local 
project manager.  The local project manager was explaining 

what kind of support we were 
giving, and explaining the IQEP 
program.  At the end of the talk, 
she asked for everyone to sing a 
song.  At first I thought it was 

the national anthem.  As I was recording the singing with 
my camera, I almost cried from the emotion.”  Dongju 
laughs as he recounts the story, “but actually it wasn’t the 
anthem at all, it was a hymn.  I really pray they become 
good teachers and raise the young children in their com-
munity.  I felt there is hope for them to change.”

The impact that the three months had on Dongju is appar-
ent in his smile.  While many young people dream of mak-
ing a difference, the imagined obstacles seem far too great.  
Dongju Kim admits that his relationship with his church, 
and Mr. Cha, made the difference.  Although he covered 
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his own airfare, much of the rest of his 
expenses were paid for.  But by volun-
teering once a week, he feels he opened 
the door to the experience of a lifetime.  
He will spend the next semester in To-
kyo at Keio University and is relieved 
to be back in the developed world.  But 
he will carry his experiences with him.  
“I cannot forget the sky, at night or 
day.  I cannot forget seeing the Milky 
Way.”  For many, seeing the night sky as 
it is meant to be seen, without the light 
pollution of the developed world, is a 
humbling experience.  It can remind us 
of how small and insignificant we are, 
but that does not negate the impact one 
individual can have.

When asked what advice he would give 
any student or professional thinking 
about working or volunteering in a developing country, 
Dongju laughs nervously.  He takes a minute to think, and 
then weakly answers “Study hard.”  He shakes his head and 
tries again.  “You know, now I am starting to give money 
to those who I see begging, I try whenever I see them.  I 

did that before, but rarely.”  He takes another moment to 
clarify what he’s trying to say.  “Act the way you think.  
Thinking isn’t enough, you need to act,” he finishes, satis-
fied with his answer.  Then once again, a laugh and a big 
smile.  “But also, don’t forget your mosquito net!”

  Dongju Kim along with the staff of the Kete Krachi Area Development Program

  One water well can improve the lives of 1,000 people
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